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1. Introduction 

At Idle CE Primary School, we are committed to ensuring that all pupils have access to a 

broad, balanced and enriching education regardless of their family's financial 

circumstances. 

The Governing Body recognises its responsibility to ensure that charging arrangements are 

fair, transparent and compliant with statutory guidance. We aim to remove barriers to 

participation wherever possible and will consider requests for financial support sensitively 

and confidentially. 

This policy is guided by our vision: 

Growing Together with Love, Courage and Joy 

2. Aims 

This policy aims to: 

• Clarify the circumstances in which charges may be made. 

• Promote equality of access to educational opportunities. 

• Ensure transparency and consistency in charging arrangements. 

• Explain the circumstances in which remissions may be available. 

• Comply with statutory guidance and legislation. 

 

3. Activities for Which No Charge Will Be Made 

No charge will be made for: 

Education During School Hours 

• Education provided wholly or mainly during school hours. 

• Delivery of the National Curriculum. 

• Religious Education. 

• Collective Worship. 

• Curriculum-related activities taking place during school hours. 

Educational Materials and Equipment 

• Exercise books. 

• Curriculum resources. 

• Equipment and materials needed to complete curriculum activities. 



SEND Provision 

• Support specified within an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). 

• Reasonable adjustments made to meet pupils' additional needs. 

4. Voluntary Contributions 

The school may invite parents and carers to make voluntary contributions towards: 

• Educational visits. 

• Visitors, workshops and enrichment activities. 

• Curriculum enhancement experiences. 

• Special events and celebrations. 

There is no obligation to contribute and no pupil will be treated differently according to 

whether a contribution has been made. 

However, if insufficient voluntary contributions are received to make an activity financially 

viable, the school reserves the right to cancel the activity. 

5. Charges That May Be Made 

Residential Visits 

Parents and carers will normally be required to pay the full cost of residential visits, 

including: 

• Travel costs. 

• Accommodation. 

• Food and catering costs. 

• Activity charges. 

• Entrance fees. 

The school will provide clear information regarding costs and payment schedules in 

advance of the visit. 

Families experiencing financial difficulty are encouraged to speak confidentially with the 

Headteacher to discuss possible support. 

 

Optional Extras 

Charges may be made for activities that are not part of the National Curriculum or the 

school's educational provision, including: 

• Optional clubs. 



• Additional activities provided outside school hours. 

• Specialist workshops or experiences. 

Music Tuition 

Charges may be made for individual or small-group instrumental tuition where this is 

requested by parents/carers and is not part of the National Curriculum. 

School Reading and Library Books 

The school provides reading books, library books and other resources free of charge to 

support pupils' education. 

Where a reading book, library book or school resource is lost, damaged beyond 

reasonable wear and tear, or not returned following repeated requests, the school may 

charge a flat-rate replacement fee of £5 per item. 

Parents/carers will always be given the opportunity to return the resource before a 

charge is applied via Parent Pay. 

Damage to School Property 

The school reserves the right to seek reimbursement for the repair or replacement of 

school property that has been deliberately or recklessly damaged. 

The Headteacher will consider each situation individually. 

6. Remissions 

The Governing Body is committed to ensuring that no pupil is disadvantaged because of 

financial hardship. 

In exceptional circumstances, the school may offer a full or partial remission of charges. 

Requests will be considered confidentially by the Headteacher. 

Factors that may be considered include: 

• Eligibility for Free School Meals. 

• Eligibility for Pupil Premium funding. 

• Significant financial hardship. 

• Exceptional family circumstances. 

• Vulnerability or safeguarding considerations. 

Any remission awarded will be at the discretion of the Headteacher and Governing Body. 

7. Refunds 



Where an activity is cancelled by the school, parents/carers will normally receive a full 

refund of any payments made. 

Where a pupil withdraws from an activity after bookings or payments have been made, 

refunds may not always be possible due to costs already incurred by the school. 

Each request will be considered individually. 

8. Lettings and Community Use 

Charges for the hire of school premises will be determined through the school's Lettings 

Policy and approved schedule of charges. 

The Governing Body reserves the right to waive or reduce charges where usage directly 

benefits the school community or pupils. 

9. Equality and Inclusion 

Idle CE Primary School is committed to ensuring that charging arrangements do not 

discriminate against any individual or group. 

The school will make every reasonable effort to support participation and remove barriers 

where possible. 

All decisions will be made in accordance with the Equality Act 2010. 

10. Monitoring and Review 

The Governing Body will review this policy annually and monitor its implementation to 

ensure that charging arrangements remain fair, transparent and compliant with current 

legislation. 

 


