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1. Purpose 

The safety and welfare of our pupils is our highest priority. 

This policy sets out the arrangements for pupils who have parental permission to leave the 

school site independently at the end of the school day. 

2. Eligibility 

Only pupils in: 

• Year 6; and 

• Year 5 during the summer term 

may be permitted to walk home independently. 

This arrangement supports pupils' growing independence and preparation for transition to 

secondary school. 

The decision to permit independent collection remains at the discretion of the 

Headteacher and may be reviewed if concerns arise regarding a pupil's safety or 

wellbeing. 

3. Parental Consent 

Pupils may only leave school independently where: 

• Written parental consent has been received using the school's Independent 

Collection Consent Form. Appendix A. 

• Parents/carers have discussed safe routes, road safety and expectations with their 

child. 

Parents/carers are responsible for informing the school immediately if arrangements 

change. This must be via email to enquiries@idle.bradford.sch.uk 

Parents/carers must ensure that the emergency contact information held by the school is 

up to date. 

4. End of the School Day 

Approved pupils may leave the school site independently at 3.30pm only. 

Pupils must: 

• Leave the school site promptly. 

• Walk directly home unless alternative arrangements have been agreed by 

parents/carers. 

• Follow the school's expectations regarding behaviour and conduct 
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The school's responsibility for pupils ends when they leave the school site at 3.30pm in 

accordance with the arrangements agreed by parents/carers under this policy. 

 

5. After School Clubs and Events 

Pupils attending: 

• After-school clubs 

• School events 

• Performances 

• Educational visits returning after 3.30pm 

must be collected by a responsible adult. 

Permission to walk home independently applies only to the normal end of the school day 

at 3.30pm. 

The school telephone system is not routinely monitored after 4.00pm and therefore the 

school cannot safely coordinate communication with families if a pupil fails to arrive 

home following an after-school activity. 

6. Mobile Phones 

The school recommends that pupils walking home independently have access to a 

mobile phone where possible. 

Where a pupil brings a mobile phone to school: 

• The phone must be switched off before entering school. 

• The phone must be handed to a member of staff at the start of the school day. 

• The phone will be stored securely during the school day. 

• The phone will be returned to the pupil at the end of the school day. 

The school accepts no liability for loss or damage to personal mobile devices. 

7. Safeguarding 

The school reserves the right to withdraw independent collection arrangements if: 

• There are safeguarding concerns. 

• A pupil is unable to demonstrate safe behaviour. 

• Parents/carers fail to follow agreed procedures. 

• The school believes independent collection is no longer in the child's best interests. 



Independent collection arrangements may also be temporarily suspended in response to 

specific safeguarding concerns, severe weather conditions or other exceptional 

circumstances 

8. Monitoring and Review 

This policy will be reviewed annually or sooner if required. 

 


