
 

 

Year 3’s Autumn 1 Overview 

Subject: Unit: Overview of Subject: 

Key Text  

 
 

Street Child by Berlie Doherty is a historical fiction novel for children, based on the real-life story of Jim Jarvis in 

Victorian London. The story follows Jim Jarvis, a young boy whose mother dies, leaving him alone and homeless. He 

is sent to a workhouse, but escapes and tries to survive on the dangerous streets of 1860s London. Along the way he 

faces poverty, hunger, cruelty, and exploitation, but also meets kind people who help him. Eventually, his story leads 

him to Dr Barnardo, who was inspired to help poor and homeless children. This book helps readers learn about 

Victorian Britain and what life was like for poor children, it also encourages to care about people who are 

struggling. 

English The Street Child In the first 3 weeks, children will lean to write a Non-Fiction setting description of Victorian London and following this 

will write their very own Fiction text. This will be a short narrative, on a family being evicted from their home, during 

the Victorian Period. Children will develop their use of the accurate punctation, including the use of commas in lists 

and the use of apostrophes for contractions and possession. They will continue to improve their handwriting script, 

using diagonal and horizontal strokes to join letters and increase their confidence when using the subordinating 

conjunctions because, when and if. 

 

Maths Number: Place Value 

Number: Addition 

Children will develop their understanding of place value (Hundreds, Tens and Ones) and addition through a range 

of practical, mental and written methods. They will explain their thinking, solve problems and apply their maths skills 

to real-life situations. 

 

Science Animals: Skeletons & Movement 

Lens: Biology  

Understanding how skeletons support 

movement and protect the body 

 

Children will explore how animals, including humans, use skeletons and muscles for support, protection and 

movement. They will learn that different animals have different types of skeletons and that these are suited to their 

needs. Through observation and simple enquiry, they will begin to understand how muscles work together with 

bones to create movement. 

 

RE What is it like to follow God? 

 

Children will be introduced to key concepts within Christianity and the Old Testament, focusing on the idea of 

faithful obedience to God. They will explore the stories of significant biblical figures‚-particularly Noah, Abraham, 

and Moses‚ to answer what it means to follow God’s guidance even when faced with uncertainty or challenge. 

 

History Industrial Revolution: Bradford 

 

How has Bradford changed over time? 

Children will study the Industrial Revolution in Bradford and gain understanding of how Bradford changed during this 

period. They will learn how mills, canals and other new technology helped the industry grow and recognise how 

historians use historical sources to learn about the past. Children will ask historically valid questions and use evidence 

to investigate how and why Bradford became a major industrial city. 

 

PSHE On a Magical Do-Nothing Day Using ‘On a Magical Do-nothing day’ children will explore the value of spending time away from screens and 

technology and the importance of using their imagination. They will explore how the ordinary can become magical 

when they use their curiosity in the world around them. The story encourages children to understand that happiness, 

creativity, and adventure can be found in the natural world and in their own imagination, not just through screens 

and technology. 

 

PE Indoor: 

Dodgeball 

 

Outdoor: 

Tag Rugby 

Through dodgeball, children will improve their throwing and catching with accuracy and control. They will consider 

the movement of the ball, prefect their dodging and changing direction quickly, improve their balance, agility, 

coordination and reactions at speed. 

In tag rugby, children will learn to think tactically. They will find and move into space, support their teammates when 

attacking, begin to avoid defenders and understand simple attacking and defending strategies. Children will 

continue to build on their passing accuracy and changing direction at speed. 



 

 

Art Industrial Revolution in Bradford 

Lens: Painting and Colour 

 

Exploring rivers and the water cycle through painting, children will develop understanding of how artists represent 

movement and natural processes. They will investigate how colour, blending, and brush techniques can be used to 

show the flow and texture of water. Children will build on prior experience to refine their control of paint, 

experimenting with layering, blending, and tonal variation to create more detailed and expressive work. 

 

DT Industrial Revolution in Bradford 

Lens: Electrical Systems 

Electrical Mill 

Children will explore how electrical systems are used in industry, focusing on mills in Bradford during and after the 

Industrial Revolution. They will develop their understanding of circuits, learning how electrical systems can power 

functional products and then design and create a simple electrical system linked to a mill context. 

 

Computing Connecting Computers Children will develop their understanding of digital devices, with an initial focus on inputs, processes, and outputs. 

They will also compare digital and non-digital devices and be introduced to computer networks, including devices 

that make up a network’s infrastructure, such as wireless access points and switches. Children will also recap and 

build on their prior knowledge of online safety, considering carefully how to protect themselves when online. 

 

French French Greetings with Puppets Children will consider the big question: Greetings are different based on the time of the day? – True or False, whilst 

learning simple greetings in French. They will explore both formal and informal greeting and begin to hold short 

conversations with each other, using these. 

 

Music Playing and Performing - WCET Recorder 

Developing Musical Skills 

More Musical Styles 

 

Children will begin their journey to becoming excellent recorder players, they will learn how to sit, hold the recorder 

and play simple notes B, A and G. Alongside this the children will explore different musical styles, listening and 

appraising a variety of musical genres. 

 


