
 

 

Year 4’s Autumn 1 Overview 

Subject: Unit: Overview of Subject: 

Key Text  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Thieves of Ostia is a mystery story set in Ancient Rome. When dogs start disappearing, Flavia and her friends work 

together to discover who is taking them and why. Through their investigation, they uncover the truth and learn 

about friendship, courage and justice. The story also helps readers understand what life was like in Roman times. 

 

English Writing outcomes: 

 

Fiction – Adventure Narrative 

 

Fiction – Non-Chronological Report 

Children will develop their reading and writing skills through studying The Thieves of Ostia. They will explore the 

characters, setting and plot to inspire their own adventure narratives, using descriptive language, dialogue and 

suspense to engage the reader. Children will also research and organise information to write a non-chronological 

report, applying their knowledge of Roman life while developing their ability to write clearly, accurately and for 

different purposes. 

Maths Number – Place Value 

Number – Addition and Subtraction 

Children will develop their understanding of place value, addition and subtraction through a range of practical, 

mental and written methods. They will explain their thinking, solve problems and apply their maths skills to real-life 

situations. 

Science Living Things: Classification 

Lens: Biology  

Children will learn about living things and how they are classified. They will identify and group plants and animals, 

learn about vertebrates and invertebrates, and use classification keys to sort and identify organisms. 

RE How and why do people try to make the 

world a better place? 

(Thematic) 

Children will explore how and why people try to make the world a better place. They will learn how different faiths 

and beliefs encourage kindness, compassion and caring for others, while reflecting on how their own actions can 

make a positive difference. 

History  The Romans 

Why did the Romans invade Britain and how 

did their rule change life here? 

Children will study the Romans and their impact on Britain. They will learn about the Roman invasions, the story of 

Boudica and the lasting legacy the Romans left behind, including roads, towns and other important developments. 

 

PSHE Feelings and Wellbeing: 

The Grand Hotel of Feelings – Lidia Branković 

Using The Grand Hotel of Feelings, children will explore a range of emotions and learn that all feelings are valid. They 

will develop strategies to manage emotions and show empathy and understanding towards others. 

PE Indoor: 

Badminton 

 

Outdoor: 

Football 

Children will develop their skills in badminton and football through a range of individual, paired and team-based 

activities. They will learn and apply key techniques, improve their coordination and decision-making, and 

demonstrate teamwork, resilience and fair play in both indoor and outdoor sporting contexts. 

Art European Study: Italy 

Lens: Drawing 

Detailed drawing of an Italian landmark 

Children will develop their drawing skills by studying famous Italian landmarks, such as the Colosseum and the 

Leaning Tower of Pisa. They will learn to use shape, proportion and detail to create a final observational drawing. 

 

 

DT European Study: Italy 

Lens: Food & Nutrition 

Prepare a savoury Italian dish 

Children will explore Italian food culture and learn about healthy, balanced diets. They will plan, prepare and 

evaluate their own savoury Italian dish while developing practical cooking skills. 

 

Computing The Internet Children will learn how networks and the internet work, including how information is shared online. They will also 

develop important online safety skills, learning how to identify reliable information and recognise potential risks. 

French Portraits – Describing in French Children will learn to describe themselves and others using simple French vocabulary and sentence structures. They 

will also explore famous French artworks and use their language skills to discuss portraits and express simple opinions. 



 

 

Music Developing Musical Skills  

ROH: Create and Sing- The Magic Flute 

Appreciating opera, singing and performing 

 

Children will take part in the Royal Opera House project Create and Sing: The Magic Flute. Through singing, listening 

and performing, they will develop their confidence, musical skills and enjoyment of performance. 

 

 


