
 

 

Year 6’s Autumn 1 Overview 

Subject: Unit: Overview of Subject: 

Key Text  

 
 

 In David Almond's Skellig, ten-year-old Michael discovers a mysterious, winged creature in the dilapidated garage 

of his new home. While Michael's new-born sister fights for her life in the hospital, he and his home-school neighbour, 

Mina, secretly nurse the creature back to health. 

 

 

English Fiction – A character description of Skellig 

 

Fiction – Dual perspective diary entries written 

as Michael and Mina 

Children will complete two writing journeys based on Skellig. Firstly, children will write a detailed description of the 

mystical character Skellig using expanded noun phrases, prepositional phrases and simile. Children will ensure that 

they punctuate clauses accurately using a comma. Secondly, children will develop their understanding of 

character to write a fictional diary entry for the characters Michael and Mina. Children will build their inference skills 

to understand characters thoughts and feelings. They will focus on writing in an informal style in the ‘voice’ of each 

character and from a characters’ point of view. 

Maths Number – Place Value 

Number – Addition, Subtraction, 

Multiplication and Division 

Children will develop their understanding of place value to ten million, addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division through a range of practical, mental and written methods. They will explain their thinking using 

mathematical vocabulary, solve multi-step problems and apply their maths skills to real-life situations in a variety of 

contexts. 

Science Evolution and inheritance 

Lens: Biology  

Children will learn to recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about 

living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago. They will learn to recognise that living things produce 

offspring of the same kind, but normally vary and are not identical to their parents. Children will identify how plants 

and animals are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution. 

RE How do religions help people live through 

good and bad times? 

(Thematic) 

Children will explore how faith provides emotional, moral, and spiritual support. They will identify how religions help people 

navigate life by offering a strong sense of community, answers to big questions about suffering, and comfort through prayer. 

Geography  Biomes and Climate Change 

What are the causes of climate change and 

how can people, governments and 

organisations reduce its impact? 

Children will study biomes in different climate zones, how temperature and rainfall influences plant and animal life 

within a biome, human uses of biomes and the human activity which has led to climate change. 

 

PSHE Health and Wellbeing 

 

Using Aaron Slater, Illustrator, children will identify that we are all unique individuals and that with perseverance we 

can use our talents and strengths to achieve challenging goals. 

PE Indoor: 

Badminton 

 

 

Outdoor: 

Football 

Children master basic racket grips, accurate underarm serving, and controlled rallying. They also learn proper 

footwork, such as the side-step and lunging to reach the shuttlecock, while developing spatial awareness and the 

ability to rally cooperatively with a partner.  

 

Children apply core techniques (dribbling, passing, shooting, and control) within competitive, small-sided invasion 

games. Pupils develop tactical awareness, learning how to create space, mark opponents, and work 

collaboratively as a team. 

Art Biomes and Climate Change 

Lens: Painting and colour 

Children will explore biomes and climate change through painting, focusing on how artists use colour and visual 

elements to communicate environmental messages. They will create their own art work that communicates a 

message about climate change, developing their ability to use paint as a tool for awareness and advocacy. Pupils 

will recognise that art can inspire change and communicate important global themes. 

DT Biomes and Climate Change 

Lens: Design, innovation and evaluation 

Children will explore how climate change affects biomes and consider how design can help protect the 

environment. They will investigate sustainable products and materials, understanding how design choices can 



 

 

reduce environmental impact. Pupils will design and create an eco-product, focussing on innovation, sustainability 

and purpose. 

Computing Communication and Collaboration Children will learn how data is transferred over the internet. They initially focus on addressing, before they move on 

to the makeup and structure of data packets. Children then look at how the internet facilitates online 

communication and collaboration; they complete shared projects online and evaluate different methods of 

communication. Finally, they learn how to communicate responsibly by considering what should and should not be 

shared on the internet. 

French French Sports and the Olympics Children will learn to pronounce the names of sports accurately, use the verbs jouer and faire correctly, create 

simple sentences using verb forms, construct simple sentences to say whether or not they play a sport, identify some 

of the French country names and write an article in French about an imaginary Olympic Games. . 

Music Developing Musical Skills 

 

Charanga MMC: Developing Ensemble Skills 

 

 

Children will learn to sing and play instruments together with accurate timing, dynamic control, and 

vocal/instrumental independence. They will master harmonies, following a conductor and playing melodies or 

accompaniments in time with others.  

 


